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Sunday 2nd December

11 am Worship

Sunday 2nd December

6:30 pm Ecumenical Advent Service

Sunday 9th December

11 am Worship & Holy Communion

Individual glasses

Sunday 16th December

11 am Morning Worship

Sunday 23rd December

11 am Carol Service

Monday 24th December

11:30 pm Christmas Communion

Tuesday 25th December

10 am Christmas Morning Service

Sunday 30th December

11 am Morning Worship

Sunday 6th January

11 am Morning Worship

Conducted by Helen Moore

Coffee after the service

St. Georges Church of England

Address: Rev Duncan Tuck

Conducted by Rev. Roger Woodall

Coffee after the service

Conducted by Mr Des Robson

Methodist Local Preacher

Coffee after the service

Conducted by the Singing Group

Coffee after the service

Prayers and Readings followed

by Communion

Conducted by Rev Duncan Tuck

Conducted by Margaret Mendrell

Lay Reader at St. Stephens

Coffee after the service

Conducted by Mr Robert Lewin-Jones

Methodist Local Preacher

Coffee after the service

The Sunday Plan



Dear friends

Did you hear about the man who went to a 

Christmas party with his wife. There was another 

woman there who was plastered, staggering around drunk. The 

man kept on looking at her, until finally his wife turned to him 

and asked:

‘Why do you keep looking at her? Do you know her or something?’

‘Oh yes,’ he replied. ‘I used to go out with her 25 years ago. But 

then we broke up. In fact,’ he added with a smile, ‘She started 

drinking straight after I left her, and she hasn’t stopped since.’

‘Wow!’ said his wife. ‘Twenty-five years. That’s an awfully long 

time to celebrate.’

Christmas is a time for celebration, for partying. And that 

celebration is because it’s a time to look both back and forwards. 

The first thing we look back on is that great day 2000 or so

years ago when Jesus was born - God incarnate in human flesh. 

That’s something very easy to say but difficult to understand. How 

can the God of the universe be incarnate in a human baby? The 

From the Manse

Sunday 13th January

11 am Worship & Holy Communion

Individual glasses

Sunday 20th January

11 am Morning Worship

Sunday 27th January

11 am Worship & Holy Communion

Common Cup

Conducted by Rev Duncan Tuck

Coffee after the service

Conducted by Mr Jim Smith

Methodist Local Preacher

Coffee after the service

 

Church Unity Exchange

Coffee after the service



fact of the matter is we are not called to try to understand the 

physics, or chemistry, or biology of it all. We are simply called to 

celebrate - to revel in the fact of God’s love shown to us all in such a 

concrete way. So celebrate, won’t you.

The second thing we look back on is empathy. Researchers in the 

USA recently studied pairs of orang-utans at play. When they caught 

an ape displaying a gaping mouth, the equivalent of laughter, they 

checked the response of its playmate. Often, the second

orang-utan adopted the same expression less than a second later, 

suggesting the mimicry was an involuntary display of empathy. The 

scientist said, ‘It shows how important this form of emotional 

communication is. Empathy helps one communicate with social

partners ... It helps form social bonds and it's supportive in terms of 

cooperation.’

I’ve heard people talk about the ‘Empathy of Jesus.’ That’s fair 

enough, but, when you think about it, Jesus has more than empathy 

with us - he has real understanding. Part of the reason Jesus became 

a human child was so that he could grow up understanding what it is 

like to be one of us. We have a God who not only loves us but 

understands exactly what it feels like to go through this life. So 

celebrate, won’t you.

And this is a time to look forward. If you’re going to any parties this 

Christmas, they’re not the last ones you will go to. Jesus talked about 

a party. It’s called the marriage supper of the Lamb. And it’s going to 

go on forever. Talk about a long time to celebrate! And the best

part is, you’re invited. It’s time to celebrate. The churches here in 

Malvern and Worcester have gone through a lot of change recently. 

We could get to Christmas and the New Year concentrating on what

we don’t like about the change. Let’s not do that. Let’s look forward. 

We have the marriage supper of the Lamb to look forward to. But, 

before that, we can go into the season knowing that God loves us so 

much he came as one of us, knows about everything we go through,



2nd December      

The North Worcester Group of Churches are holding the annual 

Advent Service at St George’s C of E Church, St Georges Square, on 

Sunday, 2 December at 6.30 pm.   The speaker will be Rev Duncan 

Tuck and all are most welcome.  There are light refreshments after the 

service.

 

22nd December

Carol Singing will be taking place at the Co-op store in Ombersley 

Road between 10 am and 12.00 noon.  Any singers will be welcome, 

just turn up.  The collection is for Maggs Day Centre.

27th December 

Church Christmas Party!

15th January

Fellowship Get Together :  Malvern Manse, 7:30 pm 

24th January          

Worcester Elders Meeting  at 6.30 pm 

Diary Dates              

and understands, and still wants us at his party. I’ve got a feeling 

that God has some great times planned for us. So celebrate, won’t 

you.

Carol joins with me in wishing you every blessing for this Christmas, 

and great joy for the New Year.

Duncan



We are planning to have a Christmas Party 

on 27th December – just when you thought 

you could relax!

The venue is our Church Hall and the time 

2pm – 4-4.30pm.

It is for ALL our Church Family and their 

families, friends and neighbours.

All are welcome young and old alike!

We plan to roll the years back and have a ‘crown’ competition. 

(nothing grand just use paper and sticky bits.) There will be a 

parade and a prize for the one considered the best  and a prize for 

the one considered the silliest. Yes you have a choice, you can 

enter one or the other or, if your feeling creative, both!!

We hope to have a bit of something for everyone to keep you 

entertained. All we ask is that you bring along a plate of food to 

share.

One last thing if you would like to do something to entertain us 

just let us know and we will put you in.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 27th 

December.

Best wishes, Teresa and Nicky

Christmas Party!

I thought this year we could do something different in our 

preparations for ‘The Big Day’.

Each week throughout Advent I would like us, as a Church Family, 

to decorate our Church, building up week by week until all is 

complete for the Carol Service.

Decorating the Church for Christmas



I am teaching in a high school in a 

small industrial city.  Teaching begins 

at 7.30 am and finishes just before 5 

pm with a two and a half hour lunch 

break for lunch and a sleep.  The 

weather gets hot and very humid. The 

beds are very hard and the locals put a ridged bamboo mat on top 

of the mattress to allow more air to circulate. I haven’t tried it yet 

but the ones they use on car seats certainly stop you from sticking 

to things! 

There are only about half a dozen expats here so I am having to 

pick up some Chinese fast.  Although the students learn English, 

they do not learn spoken English: reading, writing and the 

occasional listening exercise from a tape. We are here to try to get 

From your China 

correspondent

Starting on the First Sunday in Advent, 2nd December you are invited 

to bring a piece or pieces of Holly to put around the Church.

For the 9th December you are invited to bring Ivy to go around the 

Church.

For the 16th December you are invited to bring Poinsettia’s and 

Berries to go around the Church

Then by the 23rd December I will fit in candles among all the other 

decorations around the Church ready for our Carol Service and 

Christmas Services.

I do not mind if the decoration is real or artificial it will all look 

wonderful.

Many Thanks

Teresa



them speaking. We usually have special small classes of only 25 

students.  The regular classes have between 55 and 60 students in 

them. Students in double desks with bench style seats facing a large 

chalkboard and a lot of rote learning. They come back in to school at 

7.30 pm and stay until 10 pm to do their homework. 

I have a small flat just opposite the classrooms with a kitchen you 

couldn’t swing a mouse in let alone a cat- fortunately I can eat out for 

around 40p in one of the numerous local cafs.  The food here is very 

good.  Not at all like a UK takeaway – all fresh and seasonal and 

served with a clear soup.  The luxury items are things like coffee and 

potatoes. Tea comes in hundreds of varieties and is drunk from tiny 

bowls at any opportunity.  

I got taken to see a tea museum and had the history and culture 

explained (in Chinese) fortunately there was a little English on some 

wall boards. It is a very different way of life and I am seeing it from 

the inside rather than as a tourist- there is a strange mixture of 

modern luxury and people working in traditional hats and using 

bamboo shoulder poles to carry things and cycle taxis compete with 

cars.  Water and an umbrella are carried at all times. Brollies have 

reflective covers to shade you from the sun as well as being tough 

enough to cope with tropical downpours.  It is autumn now so much 

like a British good summer except that it gets dark early – everyone 

goes for a walk round the school track – the fitter ones run – at the 

end of the school day.  

I have visited some spectacular temples but not been inside a church 

yet. A student has just offered to take me to his one next Sunday but 

says it will all be in Chinese – sounds like it might be Baptist – but 

hey! Who’s counting we believe in one God, I am looking forward to 

it.

Love and blessings to you all, 

Helen



Anyone of a certain age who attended a 

Congregational church would have known the 

name. He was a hero of The London Missionary 

Society and The news of his death in China in 

1945 caused great sadness.

Then came Chariots of Fire and many more people 

knew of him - but if they were not concentrating, they might have 

missed the statement that Eric Liddell became a missionary. Some of 

the film was true, but it only tells a small portion of his life.

Eric, with his brother, Rob, was born in China to missionary parents. 

This meant that the boys were separated from their parents after 

returning to Scotland for a year's furlough, Eric and Rob going to

Eltham College when their parents returned to China.

Of course, The 1924 Olympic Games and Eric's first place in the 400 

metres was important but the story of Eric Liddell is much more about 

the way, after initial training and then becoming a Christian minister, he 

went to serve Christ in China.

There, he used his athletic talent and his love for people, to make all 

who met him know that he cared fort them. And many came to Christ 

because of him. It was truly a tragedy that he died in a Japanese prison 

camp before the end of the war.

Here was a truly remarkable man.

Eric Lidell : Pure Gold.... A Book Review



Over the weekend of 11-14 June 2010 I was staying in Dorset with 

my friend Christine. We were joining in the celebrations on 

Brownsea Island for the centenary of guiding. St Mary’s Church 

was holding a flower festival representing the different countries 

in flowers.

FOGBI (Friends of Guiding Brownsea Island) had also arranged 

that 10 new kneelers were made for the church depicting various 

aspects of guiding through those 100 years, including the 4 

international centres at Switzerland, Mexico, India and Pax 

Lodge, London.  The others were: 100 Years of Guiding, Uniforms 

Then and Now, The Guiding Family, The Friendship Badge, 

World Thinking Day, and BP Centre Brownsea Island.  BP Centre 

is a shop run jointly by scouts and guides.

Uniforms Then and Now                     Friendship Badge

World Thinking Day

On the Sunday there was a church service. It was certainly a 

weekend to remember.

Alison Hall

100 Years of Guiding on Brownsea Island



Items for the February 

Newsletter

If you have any items for items for inclusion in the February 

Newsletter please give them to Tim Dunn. 27a Cornmeadow 

Green, Claines, Worcester. WR3 7PN. Tel 01905 457909, 

Email newsletter@worcesterurc.org.uk by Sunday 20th 

January at the latest please.

The Beadle has many and varied duties to carry out on a 

Sunday morning.  It would be appreciated if assistance could 

be given to do some of them.  In particular help by preparing 

the chairs and tables for coffee in the hall before the service 

and afterwards by clearing them away and putting the chairs 

at the back of the church.   Thank you.

After a packed November meeting, the next Fellowship Get-

together will take place on 15th January, 7.30pm at The 

Manse, 71 Lower Howsell Road.

As before, expect chat, laughter, prayer, supporting, sharing, 

Bible reading, and eating cake. Do come, and bring with you 

something to show or read or tell about that means 

something to you, warms your heart, shows God's love to you, 

or makes you laugh. See you there!

Fellowship Get-together

Beadle



Albany Fellowship

The Fellowship met on 1st November and 

enjoyed a talk from Elizabeth Yaker about 

her work as a volunteer greeter at 

Worcester Cathedral. We had an in-site to 

the work that goes on behind the scenes, so to speak. She spoke 

about the Catherdral Library where ancient documents and 

books are kept. We were told if we looked behind the Font we 

would see a little door behind it, this gives access to the 

Library, apparently there are 43 winding steps to climb before 

you get there. Questions, tea and biscuits followed this talk.

You can take a guided tour to visit the Library where you are 

shown some of the ancient books and documents. Jean and I 

thought this may be something we could organise as a Church 

sometime in late Spring.

December 6th December will find us at The Nightingale at 

Spetchley for our Christmas meal and that will be another year 

gone! How quickly they go by….or is it just us getting older??

We look forward to seeing you all on 7th February 2013 when 

we will have a soup and a roll lunch. Please note we will meet 

earlier because of this at 12 NOON and finish about 2.00pm

We both send our very best wishes to you and your families for 

a wonderful Christmas filled with Love, Peace and much 

Happiness.

Love

Jean and Teresa



This month the following extracts are from Framework

 For further information on any of these stories visit their

Website: http://www.frameworkha.org

Welcome to Framework

Framework's mission is to help homeless and vulnerable people by 

providing high quality housing, support, prevention, and training 

services.  We enable people to live independent lives by offering 

choice and opportunity.

Across  the East Midlands, Lincolnshire and South Yorkshire our wide 

range of services - from street outreach to floating support - opens 

doors to almost 8,000 people each year.

Everything we do is centred around the needs and preferences of the 

people who use our services, most people need more than just a roof 

over their head.  Finding out what people need and then supporting 

them appropriately is at the heart of everything we do.  We want the 

people we help to know their value and to discover their potential.

Framework provide a wide range of services, for more details use the 

service directory. For information about our Lincolnshire services visit 

www.frameworkinlincs.org

Who we work with:

rough sleepers

substance misusers

people experiencing mental health difficulties

vulnerable women

young people and care leavers

Pause for Thought 

              from the Worship Group



A huge thank you to all of you who supported 

this event on 3rd November, and to those who 

gave me donations for the flower fund. The 

Coffee morning and Cake sale and the donations 

made the grand total raised £155.67.

Again Thank You to you all.

Church Flower Fund

                 

older homeless people

people at risk of losing their home.

What we do

Framework is a charity which provides housing, support, training, care 

and resettlement services - opening doors to thousands of homeless and 

vulnerable people in the East Midlands, Lincolnshire and parts of South 

Yorkshire.

The links between homelessness and poverty, social exclusion, family 

breakdown, domestic violence, drugs, alcohol and mental health 

difficulties are very strong.  To tackle these issues our services include:

Accommodation - quick access, supported and move-on accommodation

Advice and Day Centres - drop-in support and outreach work

Alcohol Treatment

Education, Volunteering and Employment - learning and training services

Floating Support - preventing homelessnesss by helping vulnerable people 

in their own home.

Within all these service types there is specialist support for:

people with mental health difficuties

people with substance and alcohol issues

people with mild learning difficulties

young people and care leavers

vulnerable women and families

vulnerable older people.



December

Generous God,

We look back over the years and give thanks:

for those who have given faithfully year after year

for those who have campaigned fearlessly for 

justice

for those who have administered resources 

honestly and ensured they have gone to those in 

greatest need.

We look back over the years and give thanks:

for women who have lifted themselves and their families out of 

poverty

for children given the chance of education 

for young people who have found new meaning in life

for farmers who have learnt new skills

for traders whose businesses have been strengthened.

 

Generous God,

We look forward into the future.

We do not know what lies ahead;

we are afraid of the damage that may be done by climate change 

or the effects of war or politics or finance

But we trust you. 

We know that this is your world for which you gave your Son 

and you enfold it in your everlasting arms.

©Helen Lidgett : Convenor of Commitment for Life Reference 

group 2009-

Prayer Partners 2012








