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Sunday 1st April
11 am Morning Worship
Palm Sunday 

Thursday 5th April
7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Service

Friday 6th April
Good Friday Walk of Witness

Sunday 8th April
6:30 am Dawn Service
8 am Reflection
8:45 am Breakfast
10 am Easter Sunday Communion

Sunday 15th April
11 am Morning Worship

Sunday 22nd April
11 am Worship & Holy Communion
Common Cup

Sunday 29th April
11 am Worship

Sunday 6th May
11 am Morning Worship

Conducted by Helen Yare
Coffee after the service

Ombersley

Details to be advised

Ombersley
Albany Terrace

Conducted by Rev Jim Brown

Conducted by Rev Lynne Brown
Coffee after the service

Conducted by Paul Denham and 
Helen Yare
Coffee after the service

Conducted by Rev Jim Brown
Coffee after the service

Conducted by Rev Duncan Tuck
Coffee after the service

The Sunday Plan



Conducted by Rev Sue Pollard
Coffee after the service

Conducted by Helen Yare
Coffee after the service

Conducted by Rev Jim Brown
Coffee after the service

Dear Friends,

Spring is in the air and March is living up to its reputation for coming 
in like a lion. Let’s hope it lives up to the other side if its character and 
goes out like the lamb! Yet there is a lightness in the step and in the 
heart as we begin to put the death of winter behind us and look 
forward with expectation to the resurrection that is spring. For us as 
Christians we look forward to shaking off the gloom of Lent with all its 
self-imposed disciplines and basking in the glory that is Easter. 
Together with Christians around the world we can shout:

Let the angelic choirs rejoice!
Let the divine mysteries rejoice!
Let the trumpet of salvation resound for so great a king!

 Let the earth also rejoice; illumined with splendour and,
      enlightened by the brightness of the eternal king, let it feel that
      the darkness of the whole world is dispersed! (from the Exultet)

Divine mystery it most certainly is. Darkness into light, and death into 
life. No doubt you have seen lots and lots of paintings on the Easter 

From the Manse

Sunday 13th May
11 am Worship & Holy Communion
Individual glasses

Sunday 20th May
11 am Morning Worship

Sunday 27th May
11 am Worship & Holy Communion
Common Cup



theme and from memory I would say that most of the ones I’ve 
seen seem to dwell overmuch on Good Friday with Christ on the 
cross. I can remember one such painting which the inscription 
“It is ended” attached. But as we know, there is more to the story 
than Good Friday – there’s the empty tomb and an empty cross. 
Calvary is an ending but it’s also a beginning and I can’t help 
thinking that the inscription under the painting should have read 
something like “To be continued” for where there is hope there is 
always another chapter and as Christians our task is to write it.

A.J. Lewis wrote a very graphic short poem for want of a better 
word on the differences between Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
As you read and as you meet with the Alpha and the Omega this 
Easter I hope you will feel the hope of Easter and know that the 
divine mystery is continued in you.

I wish you all a hope-filled Easter.
With love and best wishes,

Jim

Two voices

Good Friday

Without listening,
Without knowing it,
The Lost man said:
‘Give me a dead tree,
A green hill with a hole in it;
A handful of nails, old rope;
A bag of spite,
Blanket of apathy,
A crate of cowardice;
Full spate of hate and fear,
A pinch of expediency – 
And I will put out

Easter Sunday

Fully persuaded,
The New Man said:
‘Give me one grain of faith;
One leap of hope;
One glance of love;
And each one
Pure, undiluted,
Genuine as a diamond,
Without flaw – 
And I will banish Death
And all his dominion
For ever.



Christian Aid Week : May 13-19

Are you interested and keen to make our effort in joining a 
country wide event top priority that particular week this year?

We have a gallant small band of faithful house to house 
collectors, could you join them? Details are on the Church notice 
board.

You may wonder why I am writing this.  Well Christian Aid has 
a special place in my heart ever since I delivered envelopes as I 
walked along with the pushchair and a toddler doing so.  It 
motivates people to help those in real need in poor countries of 
the world.  The money is used by local people in small projects.

Recently I went to the thank you supper at St. Georges. There 
we heard from two young ladies,  Firstly about projects in Peru 
where one of them had seen for herself the new skills and 
understanding of the land, irrigation, cultivation and marketing. 
 Secondly we were shown the film “Let’s give the tools to help 
people in poverty out of poverty”.  This focussed  on Gbap a 
small town of 300 people in a lowland area not far from the sea 
in Sierra Leone.  The women said they could not grow enough to 
eat and so they all went hungry.  With the help of Christian Aid 
working in conjunction with the local Methodist Churches they 
have formed a Village Development Committee and have 
already rebuilt the overcrowded leaking school building and 
started up an Agricultural work centre.  There is good fertile 
land in the area and they have been given tools and seed to grow 
rice.  The women said that with a mechenical shredder they can 



reduce the time to make garri flour from cavassa from 10 hours to 
1.  Thus their health is better and they have time to do other 
domestic chores.  Gbap is just one place in the poorer parts of the 
world which has been given tools to help people in poverty out of 
poverty.

Carol

This year sees the 20th Anniversary of Commitment For Life. 
There are many Churches that will be celebrating this event in 
many different ways.

As a group we felt it would be nice to have a Service based on 
Commitment for Life. This will take place on June 3rd . We ask 
you to make a note of this and, if possible, come along and support 
this celebration.

The opportunity to give to Commitment For Life will still take 
place at our Harvest Service

The Worship Group.



This month the following extracts are from Vision-Aid
 For further information on any of these stories visit their
Website: http http://www.visionaid.org

Our mission is to help people who suffer from Vision related 
disabilities in under-served areas, lead a life of independence 
and dignity.

Our vision  is to facilitate the creation of a large network of 
vision rehabilitation centers in under-served areas of India by 
2020 (in alignment with the WHO Vision 2020 initiative). 
These centers shall offer  high quality vision rehabilitation 
services on a non
profitable and charitable basis, to help visually impaired people 
reach their fullest potential.

Vision-Aid firmly believes that visually impaired children are 
one of the most significant beneficiaries of Vision 
Rehabilitation programs. Many of our programs are especially 
tailored to focus on this vulnerable segment of under-served 
regions. Programs range from Vision Screening outreach in 
schools to comprehensive child vision rehabilitation programs 
at the center, where our trained Low Vision Rehabilitation 
specialists work with children to help them cope with vision 
loss and regain their confidence and independence. Vision-Aid 
also keeps in touch with local school nd district education 
officers to offer special education programs for school teachers 
to make them aware of how they can better help visually 
impaired children integrate into the classroom.

Pause for Thought 
              from the Worship Group



Lack of awareness is a major problem in the area of Vision 
 Rehabilitation. Vision-Aid aims to address this issue with 
several awareness enhancing programs. These programs
are directed  to:
Eye Care professionals
Visually Impaired Patients and their families, and ,
The general public

Vision Enhancement  programs supported by Vision-Aid offer 
low vision assessments and help patients who have significant 
loss of vision to utilize their residual eyesight to the fullest 
possible
extent with the use of optical and electronic magnification 
devices, assistive devices and technology  and special training. 
The process also involves counselling of low vision patients so
as to instill hope and confidence in them to ohelp in 
motivating them to  live their lives with independence and 
dignity.

Low Vision Assessment is a comprehensive process and can 
take up to three hours per patient. The  optometrist who 
performs this requires specialized training in Low Vision Care.





1st September 2012-03-23

On Saturday 1st September 
there is to be a Service and Tea 
to celebrate Jim’s retirement.

There will be a large number of 
people attending this event. 
This means that there will be a 
lot of catering to be done, and with this in mind we want to ask for 
your help.

Could you provide a loaf of sandwiches or a cake or some other 
finger food? There is no pressure on you to do anything, but we are 
going to put a list at the back of Church where you can sign up to 
provide something.

If you can support this then please sign the list.

Many thanks for your help.

Teresa Dunn and Nicky Neville-Lee

Jim's Retirement

Easter Flowers



On April 28th Albany Fellowship are to hold a Bring & Buy sale 
along with Soup and a Roll Lunch.

We will open at 11.30am and finish around 2pm.

We are asking for any items you may have, old books, bric-a-
brac etc that you think we maybe able to sell. If you do have 
anything, then please leave the items in the box at the back of 
Church.

 Many thanks for your donations for this event.

It is that time of year again! And hasn’t it 
come round quickly?

This is for everyone. April 7th we will be decorating the 
Church for Easter. If you would like to donate any money for 
the Easter flowers, then please see Teresa Dunn. If you would 
like to bring along some flowers, these will be greatly received. 
If you would like to bring flowers and help or indeed just come 
along to help we would love to see you and greatly appreciate 
your help.

Fellowship Bring & Buy

Easter Flowers



Childrens Pages





Albany Fellowship
Thank you all for coming to our last meeting. 
It was good chatting with  friends. We listened 
to a talk and were shown some slides from Teresa and Tim’s 
 visit to Kenya and Tanzania.

Our very grateful thanks go to Nicky Neville-Lee and Lynn 
Brown for all their help in making sure everyone had some 
refreshments. Grateful thanks also go to Jim for all his help in 
showing the photos and for the loan of his projection kit.

We are looking forward to our next meeting, 5th April, when we 
have Mr. Keith Parry to talk to us for about 15mins,  from 
Worcester Tele-Care. ( the organisation that deals with the red 
button a lot of elderly people have). We also have Carol Tuck 
coming to talk to us, so this will be a very interesting meeting.

In May we have Age Concern coming to share with us what they 
do and how they can help people as they get older.

We look forward to seeing you all on 5th April.

Best Wishes

Jean and Teresa



Summary of Minutes of the Church Meeting 
held at Albany Terrace on Thursday 1st March 
2012

The Hut
It was reported by the Secretary that the Elders 
did have a visit on 7th February 2012 from Mr John Hobbs, Convenor 
of the Synod Property Committee.  John was going to attend a Finance 
Meeting the following Saturday to present our case but most 
unfortunately, due to head injuries sustained from an accident with a 
ladder at the end of that week, John died. We await a clear directive 
from Synod.  

Worcester and the Malverns Pastorate
The only news to report at the moment is that the Ministry Group 
continue to meet regularly to oversee service cover and related 
matters.  Their main focus at present is the updating of the Pastorate 
Profiles for the 3 Churches so we are ready for them once we are at the 
stage of advertising for a second minister to join Duncan after 
September of this year.  It will be down to the Synod to say what level 
of scoping will be permitted for this person.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1st September 2012 – Planning for Jim’s Retirement Event
Teresa Dunn and Nicky Neville Lee will be meeting with Jim next 
week to establish exactly what kind of event they would expect.  

Business and Property Update
Rob Peachey informed the members of a number of items relating to 
maintenance in relation to the hall and the church, namely issues with 
the heating and installation of security film on the rear windows at the 
back of church.   The Business and Property Committee are putting 

Notes from Church Meeting



together a list of what they would desire in terms of expenditure 
given the event that we do realise some money from the sale of 
the hut site.  These included ideas such as insulation, replacing 
the boiler, a new burglar alarm, extending the vestry at the rear 
and it is planned that the hall floor should be treated properly 
during the summer break. Following a specific request from Mrs 
Carol Hardyman there was discussion about the merits of 
installing solar heating on the roof of the church. The idea of 
getting a consultant in to carry out an energy audit seemed to be 
met generally with a favourable response.

Where do We Go From Here?
In order for the church at Albany Terrace to look to the future 
and to help with the overall vision of the church a discussion took 
place about how we might go about achieving that.  Duncan 
pointed out that generally, the most successful churches that 
continue to grow are the ones who have identified where their 
strengths lie, what they are good at and who set about making 
sure this continues to be the main way to draw new people in.

In our own congregation we know that we are good at caring for 
one another and we think there may be mileage in enlarging on 
how we can let people get to know the ‘real’ us before they even 
come through the doors of the church for any type of service.

It was agreed that we would set aside an afternoon (Saturday 
19th May 2012) to come together as a congregation with the aid 
of a ‘facilitator’ to help us to get to grips with this subject. 
 Duncan was proposed to fulfil this role, an offer which was 
gratefully accepted.  David James offered to try and arrange a 
room for our use for this purpose at the YMCA in Henwick Road. 
 It was generally felt that it is more helpful and less of a 
distraction to be away from one’s normal place of worship to 
carry out an exercise of this type.



Subsequent to the date of the church meeting David James has 
confirmed that a room has been booked at the YMCA from 1pm – 
5pm on Saturday 19th May.  They can provide tea / coffee but it was 
suggested that all who come bring along some cake to share.

Date of next meeting:  A.G.M on Wednesday 30th May 7.30pm 2012

The meeting closed with the sharing of the Grace at approximately 
8.30 pm.

 
We are due to lose 3 of our current Elders at the AGM in May this 
year and would be interested to know if any members of the 
congregation (either Non Serving Elders) or Members would be keen 
to join the Eldership.  It is a "calling" and not just something we 
think we should do to make up the numbers - we are ordained and 
set apart as leaders of the church to help God's work continue with 
the assistance of ur members and congregation. 

If anyone out there does feel interested in pursuing this, please speak 
to either Jim, Duncan or one of the current serving Elders (Rob 
Peachey, David James, Helen Moore, Sarah Lodge, Helen Yare, 
Nicky Neville-Lee, Brian McCluskie, Liz Davies, Teresa Dunn). 
 There is information we can give to help you as you seek to discern if 
God might be calling you to this important Ministry in His church.
 
Blessings
 
Helen Moore

New Elders



Newsletter Deadline

Items for inclusion in the June Newsletter should be given to Tim 
Dunn. 27a Cornmeadow Green, Claines, Worcester. WR3 7PN. 
Tel 01905 457909, Email newsletter@worcesterurc.org.uk by 
Sunday 20th May at the latest please.

Table Tennis continues in the church hall on 
Friday nights.  

Please do come along and have a go, the more players we have the 
more fun we have.

We have now been offered the use of a pool table as well, so if you 
are interested in giving that a go contact Tim, Teresa or Helen 
Moore.

Table Tennis (or .....)

The February issue of REFORM contained an error in a news 
story entitled "Update on civil partnership legislation".

The Correction information has been placed on the Noticeboard at 
the back of the church. 

Correction to REFORM






